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Poulin Antiques

199 Skowhegan Road

Fairfield, M 04937

Re: Ambrotype Photo of Confederate Private Oni Pinkney Sowers

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am the great, great grandson of Oni Pinkney Sowers, portrayed in the ambrotype photo for
auction. The ambrotype photo has been in the continuous possession of my family since it was
made during the American Civil War. Oni Pinkney Sowers was born in Statesville, Iredell
County, NC in 1835 and enlisted in “C” Company NC 18" Infantry on September 6, 1862 of the
Confederate Army. According to military records he was captured on May 12, 1864 at
Spotsylvania Co. Court House in Virginia, confined on May 14, 1864 at Point Lookout MD, and
then transferred to the Union prisoner of war camp at Elmira, NY on August 3, 1864. He swore
his Oath of Allegiance to the United States at Elmira POW camp and was released on June 16,

1865.

According to family tradition he then traveled back to North Carolina on foot, receiving a small
amount of traveling money upon his release that he hid in his boots during his trek. Later in life
Oni Pinkney Sowers petitioned and received Confederate veterans benefits from the State of
North Carolina, about a year and a half before his death in Statesville, NC in 1904.

Oni Pinkney Sowers was a farmer in Iredell County. I have seen his estate inventory listing his
farm tools and implements for tax purposes upon his death. Unfortunately this original document
is now lost, but I do possess two family photos from his later life with his wife, Christine and
children. I also have an original obituary for his widow Christine Overcash Sowers who died in

1927,

My great grandfather was Robert Lawrence Sowers, born in 1876. Tragically he died a young
man from appendicitis in 1905, only a year after his father, Oni Pinkney Sowers pasted away.
Robert Lawrence Sowers left his wife Cora Sabena Sharpe to raise four young sons, including
her third youngest son named Neil Sharpe Sowers, born in 1902, '

Neil Sharpe Sowers, my grandfather, was a driven and diligent man, graduating from Carolina
Law School at Chapel Hill, NC and practicing law in Statesville, NC until shortly before his
death in 1978. He was married to my grandmother, Jessie Sherrill Swanson. Their son and my

father is Sidney Robert Sowers, born in 1939.

[ was born to Sidney Robert Sowers and Sandra Ann Parker in 1967. 1 vividly remember stories
pasted down from the family and recounted by my grandparents about Oni Pinkney Sowers, his
capture at Spotsylvania, and his internment at Elmira prison camp. My grandparents often
showed me the ambrotype photo of my great, great grandfather that they kept on the living room
fireplace mantle of their home in Statesville, NC. I acquired the ambrotype photo of my great.
great grandfather from my father’s estate in 2016.

Signed:

Sidney Robert Sowers Jr.
January 21, 2020
Davidson, NC
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. widow of the late O. P. Sowers, dled
Saturday morning at 3:15 o’clock, at
her home, near Statesville, on the old
Charlotte road. Mrs. Sowers had been

-seriously ill for geveral days.

The funeral service was held
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock from
| ~ the hﬂme conducted by Rev. Dr. A.
L, Stanfﬂrd and interment was m

po— |Oakw00d cemetary. L -
. Mrs. Sowers was 86 years crld and
was the last surviving member crf her
immmediate family. Before her mar-
‘riage she was Miss Christina Qver-
' cash, Surviving are two sons, Mr.|
Oni Sowers, of Clinton, S. C., and Mr.
'John Sowers, of Richmond: and three:
daughters, Miss Alice Sowers, who
lived with her muther, Mrs. Henry
:S-awer.g and Mrs: Effi thakﬂr qf-
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